VELMA
My sister, Veronica, and I did this double act and my husband, Charlie, traveled around
with us. Now, for the last sunber in our act, we did these 20 acrobatic tricks in a row,
one, two, three, four, fve.....splits, spread eagles, flip flops, back flips, one right after the
other. Well, this one night we were in Cicero, the three of us, sittin® up in a hotel room,
boozin® and havin’ a fow laughs and we ran out of ice, so I went cut to get some, Icome
back, open the door and there’s Veronica and Charlie dofng number Seventeen—the ‘
spread gagle. Well, I was in such 3 state of shock, 1 completely blacked out. Ican’t
remember a thing. It wasn’t until later, when I was washing the blood o my bhands T even
knew they were dead. : '
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SCENE 4
The Jail

ANNOUNCER
And now, ladies and gentlemen -- the Keeper of the Keys, the Countess of the Clink, the
Mistress of Murderer's row -- Matron "Mama" Morton!

SONG: "WHEN YOU'RE GOOD TQO MAMA"

MATRON
OF THE CHICKIES IN MY PEN

THEY SAY THAT LIFE IS TH
AND THAT'S THE WAY I LIW

DONT YOU KNOW THAT THIS
WASHES THAT ONE TOO
WHEN YOURE GOOD TO MAMA
MAMA'S GOOD TO YOU!

(VELMA enters.)

‘ VELMA
Look at this, Mama. The Tribune calls me the crime of the year. And the News says....
"Not in memory do we recall so fiendish and horrible a double homicide.”

MATRON
Ah, Baby, you can't buy that kind of publicity. You took care of Mama and Mama took
care of you. Italked to Flynn. He set your trial date for March the 5th. March 7th you'll
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MATRON (Cont’d)
be acquitted. And March 8th -- do you know what Mama's gonna do for you? She's
gonna start you on a vaudeville tour.

VELMA
I been on a lot of vaudeville tours. What kind of dough are we talking about?

MATRON
Well, I been talkin' to the boys at William Morris and due to your recent sensational
activities I can get you twenty-five hundred.

VELMA
Twenty-five hundred! The most me and Veronica made was three-fifty.

MATRON
That was before Cicero, before Billy Flynn, and before Mama.

VELMA
Mama, I always wanted to play Big Jim Colisimo's. Could you get me that?

MATRON
Big lim's! Well, that's another story, That might take another phone call.

VELMA
Uh, uh. And how much would that phone call cost?

MATRON
You know how I feel about you. You're like family. I'l do it for 50 bucks.

VELMA
Fifty bucks for a phone call. You must get a lot of wrong numbers, Mama. I

(VELMA exits.)
MATRON

IF YORWANT MY GRAVY
PEPPER RAGOUT

FOLKS CONTRIB
YOU PUT IN FOR
SHE'LL PUT OUT FOR Y
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